
  

HISTORY 
 

The discovery of the statue 

 
The cult of Our Lady appears in 1512, 

when a hospital worker, wishing to rebuild a 
wall at the corner of a field adjacent to the 
hospital, discovers in the earth a chest 
containing a wooden statue. This statue, 
originally made of cedar wood (measuring 
about 60 cm., less than 2 ft.), was restored with 
pieces of pine to repair the damage due to a fire 
during the “Terror’’ of June 1793. 

It was hidden for several decades 
before returning to the chapel in 1802 where 
Our Lady sits enthroned “in majesty’’ on the 
high altar. Three successive restorations have 
been carried out during the last two centuries. 

 
 

 
 

The Virgin in Majesty 
 
 
 

Chapel of Our Lady 

at PRADELLES en VELAY 

(historical monument) 
 

The chapel 
In 1608, the Dominicans became 

chaplains of the hospital in PRADELLES. 
Thinking that the former Gothic chapel was too 
small to develop le Marian cult and receive 
pilgrims as well as the ill, they had the present 
chapel built in 1612.  

There subsists from the former building 
a Gothic portal, which today is at the entrance 
to the cemetery. This new chapel of Notre 
Dame was finished and open for worship in 
1614 – 1615. 

 

The edifice 
The edifice is organized around six 

lateral chapels, and displays on the left a 
curious stone pulpit. 

At the center of the dome over the 
sanctuary is a finely crafted high altar with, on 
each side, two 19th century paintings:  
--  to the left “the deliverance of Pradelles from 
Huguenot attack by Jeanne La Verdette March 
10, 1588’’;  
--  to the right “the  miraculous statue  saved 
from the flames of the pyre during the Terror 
on June 27, 1793’’. 
We also discover the stained glass windows 
from the second half of the 19th century, 
offered by generous parishioners. 
 

 
 

The sanctuary includes a gallery which 
adjoins the former hospice for pilgrims (now a 
retirement home). Here, indeed, the chapel 
spans the road forming a vault, the only 
remaining part of the former hospital Saint-
Jacques. There are only three other examples 
remaining of this type of building in Europe, one 
in Pons (Charente-Maritimes) and two in Spain 
on the “Camino Francés’’.  

The bell tower, erected where the statue 
was found, was crowned in 1876 with its dome and 
then the great bell (weighing about 2 tons). 
 

The chancel, seen from the gallery 

The deliverance of Pradelles 



The cult of Our Lady 
From the time of her discovery, the 

statue of the Madonna, “Our Lady of All 
Graces’’, “Queen of the Mountains’’, is 
venerated; numerous miracles are attributed to 
her, among them the healing of Marie Rivier 
foundress of the Sisters of the Presentation of 
Mary who was beatified in 1982 by the pope 
John Paul II. 

For centuries, pilgrims flock to 
Pradelles, an important stopping point of the 
Régordane Route 
on the way to 
Saint Gilles, a 
port of departure 
for the Holy Land 
and the 
Crusades. Saint 
Louis stopped in 
Pradelles in 1254 
when returning 
from the 7th 
Crusade.  

Today 
this road is also 
taken by hikers 
who follow the 
path of Robert 
Louis Stevenson 
(GR 70). 

On July 
18, 1869, the 
statue of the Virgin was solemnly crowned by 
Msgr Breton, bishop of Le Puy, in the name of 
Pope Pius IX. 

In 1912 and 2012, the fourth and the 
fifth centenary of the miraculous statue’s 
discovery were celebrated by great festivities. 

By tradition on August 15th each year, 
the Virgin is honored by grand solemnities and 
her statue is carried in procession through the 
streets of the village. 

L’Association des Fidèles et Amis 

de Notre-Dame de Pradelles 
(Association of the faithful and friends 

of ND de Pradelles) 
 

Thanks to gifts and grants (DRAC, 
Conseil régional d’Auvergne, Conseil 
départemental de la Haute-Loire and the city 
council of Pradelles), several stages of exterior 
restoration have been completed since 1999, 
for a total cost of 535.545€. 

The AFANDP, with the help of the local 
parish and the diocese, has participated: 
in 2001 : roof of the nave (33.539€) 
in 2006 : roof of chancel and sacristy (27.106€) 
in 2009 : bell tower, south collateral, stained-
glass windows (38.000€) 
in 2016 : south chapels, sanctuary, sacristy 
and portal (35.056€). 

Total contribution from the AFANDP: 
133.710€ 

Interior restoration will be the next 
project, thanks to the unanimous decision 
made by the city council at the end of 2017 to 
pursue the work. Applications to ‟Bâtiments de 
France” and the DRAC will help to plan the 
necessary work to do. 

Counting on the strength of our 180 
faithful donors, the Association continues to 

collect funds. If you wish to 
participate in this project, you 
can contribute by giving to: 

 

A.F.A.N.D.P.   (Association 
des Fidèles et Amis de Notre-

Dame de Pradelles) 
Le Presbytère, 43420 

PRADELLES 
afandp43@gmail.com     

(receipt for tax deduction in 
France) 

 

https://notredamedepradelles.wordpress.com 
 

A.F.A.N.D.P. spring 2018 

Chapel of Our Lady 

at PRADELLES en VELAY 

 

Scene from early 20th Century. 

The hospital’s bell tower was destroyed in 

the 1930’s and replaced by a campanile in 

1980 offered by the ‘’Amis du Vieux 

PRADELLES’’ (“Friends of Old Pradelles”) 

Authentic statue before restauration 
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